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146 Book Reviews

This challenging book also relates gender to some discourses other
than the theological in Paradise Lost (John Guillory); relates Marvell's
Mower poems, although less convincingly, to the economic structure of
mid-seventeenth-century England (Rosemary Kegl); and relates Herbert's
The Temple to Petrarchan and erotic discourse ( Gordon Braden and
Michael C. Schoenfeldt, respectively). The latter has gender implications
for Deity.
David Freeman,
Sir Wilfred Grenfell College,
Corner Brook,
Newfoundland

Hilda L. Smith and Susan Cardinale, Women and the Literature of the
Seventeenth Century: An Annotated Bibliography Based on Wing's ShortTitle Catalogue, Bibliographies and Indexes in Women's Studies, No. ro,
Greenwood Press, 1990, xxi, 353 pp., $45.00.
The compilers of Women and the Literature of the Seventeenth
Century divide this annotated bibliography into two sections: the first,
works by women (637 titles), the second, works for and about women (973
titles). Also included is an Addendum, listing works not read either
because of unavailability or because they were located after the numbering
sequence had been finalized, and an index of female printers, publishers,
and booksellers. The inclusion of reel numbers for titles that appear in
the University Microfilm collection of Wing texts or The Thomason
Tracts should prove especially valuable to scholars using those sources, as
will the inclusion of works that do not appear in Wing.
Hilda L. Smith and Susan Cardinale's introduction discusses the
nature of the works written by women, emphasizing religious and feminist
works; they categorize various topics found in the literature for and about
women, such as advice to women, attempted religious conversion, and
misogyny in various forms. The introduction notes that the "most frequently published group of women writers of the period" were Qtakers
(xii), and the bibliography is at its most effective as a guide to the varied
texts produced by Qtaker women; the annotations of their works are the
clearest and most succinct in the bibliography. Unfortunately, the annotations seem less sure when one comes to works of imaginative literature.
The e.ntrv on a r6c,1 edition of the He1Jtamemn of Mar9'uer· te de Navarre
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(1492-1549) (82), for example, gives no indication that the author hardly
qualifies as a seventeenth-century woman writer. The works of well-known
figures such as Margaret Cavendish and Aphra Behn are competently
annotated; the work of Anne Finch, Countess of Winchilsea, however,
while cited in the introduction as evidencing feminist sentiment, is represented only by an unannotated listing in the addendum of a text entitled
The Prerogative of Love (1695). The annotation of literary works by unfamiliar women writers seems at times inconsistent, often providing plot
details but little sense of the overall nature of the work.
A minor irritation is the occasional stylistic infelicity of the preface
and introduction: we are told, for example, that "a wide net had to be
cast so that the wheat could be separated from the chaff" (vi). More significant is the emphasis in the introduction on the compilers' reaction to
the nearly fifteen hundred works they painstakingly reviewed in the
course of their labor and their no doubt understandable conclusion that
"reading these materials has not always been its own reward" (xi). Works
by Gliaker women were discovered to be repetitive, those by mystics
written "in nearly impenetrable prose," and "satirical work has also been
something of a letdown"-because of its misogyny (xi). Only occasionally,
it seems, did these works live up to the compilers' apparent expectations;
"feminist content" is treated as the sole desideratum of these works, an attitude that tends to limit the usefulness of the introduction and colors the
annotations throughout the bibliography.
Despite these problems, this bibliography will undoubtedly prove a
useful reference source and contribute to research into women's writing
in the early modern period.

Renee Pigeon
California State University, San Bernardino

Sherrin Marshall, ed., Women in Reformation and Counter-Reformation
Europe: Private and Public Worlds, Indiana University Press, 1989, 224 pp.,
ill., biblio., index, $35.00 (cloth), $10.95 (paperback).

In this small volume, Sherrin Marshall brings together an introduction and a collection of nine essays by different authors in order to
analyze European women of the Reformation and Counter-Reformation.
From Spain to the Baltic and from Hungary to the Netherlands, women's
lives, actions, and beliefs over a two-hundred-year span are revealed through

